[Assessment of late pregnancy terminations, 2004-2007].
To provide an inventory of the reported late terminations of pregnancy because ofa severe anomaly of the unborn child, i.e. termination after 24 weeks of pregnancy, in The Netherlands for the period 2004-2007. Inventory and descriptive. A description is given of the various assessment procedures for the termination of pregnancy after 24 weeks. A distinction is made between abortion for lethal foetal abnormalities (category 1) and severe functional impairments with a limited chance for survival of the unborn (category 2). The level of caution exercised in decision making and performing category 1 terminations is assessed by the professional group, namely by the assessment committee for Late Pregnancy Termination of the Dutch Association for Gynaecology and Obstetrics. Since 15 March 2007, late pregnancy terminations that fall under category 2 have by law been assessed by a national central committee of experts. An overview of the reported cases of late terminations of pregnancy in the Netherlands for the period 2004-2007 is given. The number of reported terminations of pregnancy after 24 weeks (n = 72) has declined considerably since the early 1990s. A possible explanation is that due to increasing technological improvements and the implementation of prenatal screening in early preg-nancy, an abortion can be performed before the 24th week of pregnancy if any severe abnormalities are observed.